	SUBJECT
	CONTENTS OF INTEREST FOR SOCIAL HOUSING
	SITUATION TIME TABLE
	ACTIONS TAKEN OR PLANNED

	COMPETITION AND INTERNAL MARKET

	Service Directive COM 2004 /0001 (COD) 

Document available at:

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/pdf/2004/com2004_0002en03.pdf
Information on PE vote :

http://www.europarl.eu.int/news/public/focus_page/056-998-255-9-37-909-20050819FCS00997-12-09-2005-2005/default_en.htm
	>prohibited requirements for social housing providers (such as providing services only in a country, or being part of a guarantee fund)
> regulation of the market to be mutually evaluated 
	>After the vote of the Parliament's Internal Market Committee on 20-21 November 2005, The EP's vote in first reading is scheduled for the January 2006 plenary session.
>Ongoing negotiation at the Council
	Seminar in November 2004

Position paper in March 2005
Participation in public hearing

Letter to the member of IMCO Committee in November 2005

	VAT Revision 6th Directive COM 2003
http://europa.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/taxation/vat/key_documents/index_en.htm

	>possibility to still have Reduced VAT on Social Housing and on repair and maintenance work
	Blocked in Council (conflict on Appendix K).  may be reconducted as it is for 2 years (till 2007)
	CECODHAS common position paper on VAT available at http://www.cecodhas.org/files/020DC3C7.doc

	State aids decision on local SIEG, hospitals and social housing 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/lex/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2005:312:SOM:EN:HTML

	>Exemption of notification of state aid to our sector
>Social housing recognized as SIEG, specificities of enterprises of social housing recognized, fair compensation and transparency needs to be applied, overcompensation can be reported to the next year. 

>
	> Adopted in 2005, published in JO 27 November 2005, evaluation in 2009

>Definition, missions, public services obligation defined at national level and controlled by Member States  : need to follow-up implementation at national level
	> Considered in CECODHAS Internal Market Working Group, Next meeting February 2006

	SOCIAL SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST SSIEG

Communication of the Commission 


	For the Commission social housing is a Social SIEG

Communication to define the problems between social missions and EU law
	Delayed , was expected for July 2005, not before 2006


	CECODHAS answer to the questionnaire

Debate to be organised in March 2006

	PPP and concessions,

Communication 17.11.2005
http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/publicprocurement/ppp_en.htm

	>Need to clarify both the term ‘concessions’ and the rules applicable to their award;

>Need transparency and fair competition in the selection of private partners.
	>Following the public debate on the PPP Green Paper, the Commission adopted on 15 November 2005 the Communication on PPPs and Community Law on Public Procurement and Concessions.This Communication presents policy options with a view to ensuring effective competition for PPPs without unduly limiting the flexibility needed to design innovative and often complex projects.
	The Commission will assess whether to propose a legislative initiative on concessions. However the final decision on whether or not to take such a measure, and on its concrete shape, depends on further in-depth analysis, including an Impact Assessment, which will be carried out in 2006.

	Standardisation

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/standards_policy/financing/index.htm

	>standardisation of services;
.> standardisation in the area of urban design to prevent crime
> standardisation of products 
	The Council, in its “Conclusions on European standardisation” of 21-22 December 2004, invited the Commission to elaborate an action plan to enlarge standardisation
	Action Plan for European standardisation, October 2005

Follow-up of EP

	Mortage credit

Green paper(July 2005)
http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/finservices-retail/home-loans/index_en.htm

	>Proposal to have an internal market of mortgage credit;
>needs to have rating systems for home at EU level.
	>Consultation lasting until 30th November 2005. 

> Public Hearing on Mortgage Credit in Brussels on 7th December 2005 to stimulate debate amongst key stakeholders

	Comments from CECODHAS

Opinion of Parliament.

	Basel II
Commission proposal for new capital requirements regime (Basel II) (14 July 2004)

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/entrepreneurship/financing/basel_2.htm

	>Draft directive to revise minimum capital requirements for banks in parallel with Basel II.
>Requires annual valuation of commercial real estate. 

> problems of guarantee rated differently in our sector from one country to another
	According to the new rules, banks may set up much stricter requirements for loans, including higher interest rates, in order to anticipate possible risks and losses.   The approval of the Council and Parliament has been given in July 2005. The legislation is planned to take effect from the end of 2006.
	

	White book on SIG

http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l23013b.htm
	Description of Services of General interest, first attempted to define it.
	The Commission will review the situation of services of general interest in the European Union and the need for any horizontal measures in 2005.
	The Commission plans to present a report of its findings beginning of 2006

	URBAN AFFAIRS AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY

	Structural funds, Regulations 2007-2013
http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/osc/index_en.htm


	>Explicit eligibility of social housing (energy, environment);
>Eligibility of the projects of urban renewal and of social inclusion.
	Vote into Plenary of the PE July 2005 of the amendments of eligibility of the social housing. Negotiations with Council depends on agreement on financial perspectives.
	>CECODHAS call for action May and July 2005
> CECODHAS lobbying kit for Permanent representations (Nov 2005)

	Community strategic guidelines

http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2007/osc/report.pdf 
	>To describe how member states can spent structural funds.
>Growth and jobs two priorities for it, SIG of high quality mentioned, Urban dimension mainstreamed
	The draft will be adopted in final form once the relevant legislative texts have been agreed by the European Parliament and the Council.  Co-decision, first reading EP
	

	Communication on Cities and growth and jobs


	In the framework of the Structural Funds, the communication is listing how to take in account the urban dimension
	Presented in Bristol at the Urban Ministers meeting (6,7 December), on consultation till the 17th of February for a formal adoption after
	CECODHAS contribution to Bristol meeting (Dec 2005)

Position on the Communication for February

	Green paper energy efficiency
http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/efficiency/index_en.htm


	Proposal to enlarge the scope of the energy efficiency directive, and launch of a sustainable energy campaign.
	Consultation till end March 2006

A concrete Action Plan should be drawn up in 2006.
	CECODHAS answer to green paper to be agreed on the 16 February

	Energy efficiency for end users

http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/efficiency/index_en.htm
	Directive to save 1% more energy per year by using energy efficient products (kitchen, computer..) 
	First reading Parliament in May 2005,   First reading council pending
	

	Renewable Energy 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/en/com599.htm
	Strengthening the use of renewable energies
	Draft in December 2005.
	

	Intelligent Energy 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/intelligent/index_en.html
	Intelligent Energy – Europe (IEE) is a programme of the European Union which co-finances international projects, events. Energy efficiency and rational use of energy, in particular in buildings and industry (SAVE) is one of the main areas of interest.
	Call for tender, specific for social housing.  
	Publication of the call of proposals 2005
CECODHAS partners to disseminate results

	Thematic strategy on the Urban Environment

February 2004 (COM(2004)60)
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/urban/thematic_strategy.htm
	>Strengthening the environmental performance of the urban Zones;

>Shutter construction under the viewpoint of standardization (report CEN);
>Securing a healthy living environment for Europe's urban citizens. 
	Consultation of all stakeholders by the Commission launched in July 2005.

The final Strategy on the urban environment will be presented by the Commission in December 2005.
	

	SOCIAL POLICIES

	Strategy for social inclusion

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/social_inclusion/index_en.htm
	>The annual report on social inclusion contains as objective the access to decent and affordable housing;

>Open method of Co-ordination. 
	Strategy has been withdraw as independent process and incorporated into reform plans with limited objectives (fight against homelessness one of them)
	3rd Report November 2005

	Lisbon Strategy

http://europa.eu.int/growthandjobs/index_en.htm
Employment strategy and mobility

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/employment_strategy/index_en.htm
	2006: European year of mobility, but nothing on housing market as a obstacle to mobility. Adopted Employment Guidelines 2005-2008 (adopted on 12/07/2005).
	Links between housing and mobility and economic growth to be assessed by CECODHAS
	CECODHAS analysis of reform plans for Spring Council (March 2005)

	Integration of migrants

http://europa.eu.int/comm/justice_home/funding/inti/wai/funding_inti_en.htm  
	Joint programme INTI of DG EMP and DG JHA, promoting the integration of people who are not citizens of the UE and the dialogue with civil society 

Preparation of Integration of Migrants guidelines, Sept 2006
	Commission will produce guidelines of integration via housing at the end of 2006.


	CECODHAS contribute to guidelines with case-studies

	PARLIAMENT INTERGROUP
	
	
	

	Housing
	Preparation of a housing and EU charter
	A report of initiative on hosuing and EU is foreseen for 2006
	CECODHAS comment on it and lobbying of Intergroup members


